
 
“…to equip the saints for the work of ministry, to build up the body of Christ.” – Ephesians 4:12 

 
PRAYER AND PRAYING 

 
June 2025 | Sunday | Fellowship Hall | 9:00-10:15 am 

 
DESCRIPTION  
 
Thomas Brooks once said “the power of religion and godliness lives, thrives, or dies as closet prayer 
lives, thrives, or dies.” Perhaps no practice is more urgent for today’s Christians than the practice of 
prayer. Yet, in our experience of prayer, we find ourselves overwhelmed with the day’s tasks, 
distracted by our wandering minds, or stumbling in our speech because of sin. How can we renew 
our understanding and see prayer the way God designed as the air of our Christian existence? we 
will consider the biblical principles, theological formulations, and practical applications for the 
Christian practice of prayer.  
 
OBJECTIVES AND OUTCOMES 
 
A participant who successfully completes this class will be better prepared to worship the 
Triune God, serve Christ’s Church, and fulfill the Great Commission by learning to do the 
following: 
 

1. Learn the importance of prayer for communion with God. 
2. Understand the nature of what prayer is. 
3. Develop an understanding of the Chritian’s private prayer life. 
4. Discern ways to cultivate a public prayer life. 
5. Apply an understanding of the class content with a greater love of God, responsibility in 

this world, and longing for heaven where we’ll see Him as He is. 
 
RECOMMENDED RESOURCES 
 

● John Bunyan, Prayer 
● Thomas Brooks, The Secret Key to Heaven 
● Donald Whitney, Praying the Bible  
● Tim Keller, Prayer 
● Michael Haykin, The God Who Draws Near 
● Matthew Bingham, A Heart Aflame for God 
● J. I. Packer, Praying 
● R. C. Sproul, Does Prayer Change Things? 

 
REQUIREMENTS 

https://banneroftruth.org/us/store/christian-living/prayer-by-john-bunyan/
https://banneroftruth.org/us/store/christian-living/the-secret-key-to-heaven/
https://www.amazon.com/Praying-Bible-Donald-S-Whitney/dp/1433547848/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1X7JES5ZM91GN&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.eKdMIf5-FNo6h-dmZdPW7gXqhPfwEYsqp50PxFiCd_H1kSYCZMkRxIUKHFQLRwCb0KZ6iJs5HfDRc2gBvzGFXp-KrZttc7knqw1r2Z6ITTEHKtPfQ5lMhFtHVc5l5MKSbU05AZHql31yH4db6Md2S1EW1ViH9DCQDQn8wiPl4qnriqL4thHhTeH4o2GVbCnfLedxCZ3M1DxQ8oKZCWft9SRshUZxDw3gliR_UPvGjGg.qe0lZj34_gOs30dw3XcSMg6w_JEaAN__4Zs6fJUf-X0&dib_tag=se&keywords=praying+the+bible&qid=1709153079&s=books&sprefix=praying+the+biuble%2Cstripbooks%2C327&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Prayer-Experiencing-Awe-Intimacy-God/dp/0143108581
https://www.amazon.com/God-Who-Draws-Near/dp/173934264X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=213Q5H1YR1XNJ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.8Nngowq4vXE9E2IwAWzwxt6zvTB_LKEjvUz3Kjxyk9sVZ_cY24QjryUOagXOxowDepaWcA-BMQS2RIrircpn3iI_C_jj7MjE3C1xZp1d1NY.o4q8fpwoF7m2jMvtUBWeFTOJNc6WWIgU8doF_iePzZo&dib_tag=se&keywords=The+God+Who+Draws+Near&qid=1748525157&sprefix=%2Caps%2C114&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Heart-Aflame-God-Spiritual-Formation/dp/1433592622/ref=sr_1_1?crid=12WCT4BYDRW36&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.S-raq8sWTX-Zz7QExY6_hWFQjzzs4ogpbO6qAkrAc5xe0akz7nh7uV50rtU7hZYvBH_mzgie4bKdQ8SoZqCHuUuZ2barJ4yRX7HpzazH00iKQaVPnkgneEUnM5N7gFUq9auvhTYBbMHeOf_KNJ5_nmND7-ItKU1b5pTjLhYSb9T5vuEg-PkaPyNBHTN7D6uK-cpVowlLjBQl2He3ixU9GFuLRyzXP01hsJjdo2dQzis.glC6OZ8wqhDVrY1eoczEjHzWZdlgdOTGGUiFUN1PH-s&dib_tag=se&keywords=A+Heart+Aflame+for+God&qid=1748525171&sprefix=a+heart+aflame+for+god%2Caps%2C110&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Praying-Finding-Through-Duty-Delight/dp/0830833544/tag=thegospcoal-20
https://store.ligonier.org/does-prayer-change-things-epub?_gl=1*9dili7*_ga*NTc5NzQyMzAxLjE3NDg1MjU0NjM.*_ga_TNTFDJDDF3*czE3NDg1MjU0NjMkbzEkZzAkdDE3NDg1MjU0NjkkajU0JGwwJGgw


 
● ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION – Commitment to punctuality and regular 

attendance is encouraged to this course in order to fully benefit and wisely participate in 
this course.  

● PERSONAL READING AND JOURNALING - Each student is responsible to have 
completed the assigned personal development reading as required in the course schedule 
and write a summary of the reading as a personal reflection in a journal or notebook.   

● SCRIPTURE MEMORIZATION - Each student will be encouraged to memorize the 
weekly verse from the annual Fairview Baptist Church scripture memory program. 

 
SCHEDULE 
 
 
 

DATE TOPIC  

June 8 
 

The Secret Key to Heaven 

June 15 Private Prayer Life, pt 1 

June 22 Private Prayer Life, pt 2 

June 29  Praying the Bible 
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