
“…to equip the saints for the work of ministry, to build up the body of Christ.” – Ephesians 4:12

HOW TO READ THE BIBLE

Spring 2025 | Sunday | Fellowship Hall | 9:00-10:15 am

DESCRIPTION

The Triune God, in his abundant kindness and goodness, has revealed himself through human
history, people, events, and institutions. God’s revelation of himself through these elements are
captured in words which are contained in a book. Yet these words are no ordinary words, they are
divinely inspired, given to us for life and godliness. How then are we to read, understand, apply, and
enjoy these words? In this equip class, we’ll consider theological foundations, biblical principles,
and practical applications for reading, understanding, applying, and enjoying the Bible.

OBJECTIVES AND OUTCOMES

A participant who successfully completes this course will be better prepared to worship the
Triune God, serve Christ’s Church, and fulfill the Great Commission by learning to do the
following:

1. Learn the relationship between divine and human authorship.
2. Understand the tools of grammar, genre, and history for reading Scripture.
3. Develop an understanding of the role of creeds and confessions in reading Scripture.
4. Discern the purpose of reading Scripture as knowledge & enjoyment of God and

theology that is practical.
5. Apply an understanding of the course content with a personal commitment to love and

serve God and others.

RECOMMENDED RESOURCES

● R. C. Sproul, Knowing Scripture
● Brandon Smith, Taught by God
● Scott Swain, Trinity, Revelation, and Reading
● Sinclair Ferguson, From the Mouth of God
● Mitchell Chase, 40 Questions on Typology and Allegory
● Matthew Emerson, The Story of Scripture
● J. V. Fesko, The Need for Creeds

REQUIREMENTS

● ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION – Commitment to punctuality and regular

https://www.amazon.com/Knowing-Scripture-R-C-Sproul/dp/0830844686/ref=asc_df_0830844686?mcid=68bccfa423ab30dd96c0a608a62b5112&tag=hyprod-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=693463897177&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=4925117465318236205&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9009689&hvtargid=pla-570965703796&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Taught-God-Ancient-Hermeneutics-Modern/dp/1087752736/ref=sr_1_1?crid=33Y8TTUPT77YT&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.gfz3ZhA7ICETydFlsgbK3xyXXk7Kc2x35ETKsXYFxyRKTItmzvRHDM3pRs0knBSn5QAInlpP_Kri53IQ6ny1m96ZLzPgHN8zDzpLhrzyH4IIMV32wnCbbYxuqUT1ew6jpXTDeAhuhoriaMkFfcwb8X4x9IL0WqCCnnYKjc4WWbUPcrXd-im7t98QjJFvyphI2EJkGwCMj8YPOn3XmkcE2DqdPxcX4MaNH9z1cwuV8Ts.FSL1wvsC7tdPcCqS-FCrxX2x7VdR8hCEGNuMVcbIyzE&dib_tag=se&keywords=Taught+by+God&qid=1734025113&s=books&sprefix=taught+by+god%2Cstripbooks%2C80&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Trinity-Revelation-Reading-Introduction-Interpretation/dp/0567265404/ref=sr_1_1?crid=WXNFC3JINQM9&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.HNi2a9qO9oF9MF3o_TXjGBG8TvAAjyn2DzJI3u07_zLA50YVizKDQOY5Rx2TXcWLVoA69yPoM5Z4HSVKcC_J2b4zCjm7OVLsMt_OWXYxIRL8qHprg_0mEHE9ZWMUPZBc9ez4gchwkRQRgHV5pTJPoW4hR5sza-KTr90-cSCMBryn1cyc2BcdbKMyDcrkKc7ZIbs-GqZSvWvE2-Y2qT3nCpc_IbBAFoSZaLV6qywy520.8XXYR4PbjDfyHncg7yIJqoZ4s4qoGpGX1PwNBDMqyq8&dib_tag=se&keywords=Trinity%2C+Revelation%2C+and+Reading&qid=1734025127&s=books&sprefix=trinity%2C+revelation%2C+and+reading%2Cstripbooks%2C87&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Mouth-God-Sinclair-B-Ferguson/dp/1848712421/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1PDYJUFWDRNLS&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9._rNKkJ3WSwkVCqk04uep7LD-Q9xIHzLTmUOUtZXl1UsqOsZ3-XkVTMjyYrZIFlWzGlCc6BKzensWHJjYcoYwigC36TRAO9z_i2Z78tnqBctfvDFf_qtpFYJv7gzf3kE1TPjJS2vXUzenc0FBgxCqnjlXVxk_MDuhd4dLf4DAeHFSlHKEx0_qgCeXne8TeAZg4AYkeX8c4uOH-DJ5JRdo69YCGyHS35OJ-OLJW3vs_R4.I-6Ky7xFV5Gl69S_uyimVwHbD9NeGGECH4iRdsa-F5Y&dib_tag=se&keywords=From+the+Mouth+of+God&qid=1734025142&s=books&sprefix=from+the+mouth+of+god%2Cstripbooks%2C91&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/40-Questions-About-Typology-Allegory/dp/0825446384/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1S1EL88ZAROHG&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.TLrzeqP4l6zPSXrL-Hpbzg.N_hA41UCr9IEs20NdNFzy5AxbGLfphwufDI2pQsE9sA&dib_tag=se&keywords=40+Questions+on+Typology+and+Allegory&qid=1734025160&s=books&sprefix=40+questions+on+typology+and+allegory%2Cstripbooks%2C71&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Story-Scripture-Introduction-Biblical-Theology-ebook/dp/B07855SK94/ref=sr_1_1?crid=YSQCMSWSYDOD&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.zEbtYY5wNEelEwfOslds2MOLyIz9Y5xRdXkzAXw5usIve0E0V8gLWdIxp3mRuh_RMnIwbB0_nrbT3ok6C0geK0-nG3twdTUauAcEW8D6BB5qdJTK-fZPD33DVxlCDQdDAHOqlrfoUrljw68s6iQ6buCoys6HxFXkkIpLOnClO_NEjLvGJvIPIciaPYL_W6SSEmTvDdzHcapvEVY2zzcxtP1b2ViY5iBuCfZUMF3oL5Y.4DVW9KAB10xvzx_yxdzAL189Ixu-vAH19Nym2ZDStVA&dib_tag=se&keywords=emerson+Story+of+Scripture&qid=1734025178&s=books&sprefix=emerson+story+of+scripture%2Cstripbooks%2C83&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Need-Creeds-Today-Confessional-Faithless/dp/1540962598


attendance is encouraged to this course in order to fully benefit and wisely participate in
this course.

● PERSONAL READING AND JOURNALING - Each student is responsible to have
completed the assigned personal development reading as required in the course schedule
and write a summary of the reading as a personal reflection in a journal or notebook.

● SCRIPTURE MEMORIZATION - Each student will be encouraged to memorize the
weekly verse from the annual Fairview Baptist Church scripture memory program.

SCHEDULE

DATE TOPIC

January 5 The Posture and Disposition of the Interpreter

January 12 Divine and Human Authorship

January 19 Grammar, Genre, and History

January 26 Why So Literal? How to Make Sense of the Sense of
Scripture

February 2 Typology

February 9 The Biblical Story and Covenants

February 16 No Creed but the Bible?

February 23 The Purpose of Reading Scripture


