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Definitions and Goals

“In your church, is it difficult to be a nominal, isolated, or anonymous Christian?”

This penetrating question was asked at a past pastor’s conference. This question takes into account
the levels of maturity, stages of life, and appropriate contexts of the congregation. Nevertheless, it is
important to critically examine and assess how we are doing in this area of congregational life.

However, before we begin assessing that question, we need to remind ourselves of that first clause:
“In your church…” In order for us to faithfully consider discipleship and discipling, we need a firm
understanding of what the church is. A local church is a regenerated people who, baptized in the
Triune name, regularly gather in the name of the Lord Jesus and under the authority of God’s Word to
proclaim the gospel to those who are affirmed of heavenly citizenship visualized through the
ordinances. Local churches are embassies of God’s kingdom to render decisions on earth on behalf of
heaven. With this biblical truth, the life of the congregation is consumed with the love of God, grace
of Christ, and fellowship with the Spirit. It’s one another-ly.

Speaking of congregational life, let’s offer a couple definitions. Discipleship is our personal following
of Jesus. Discipling is our helping one another follow Jesus by deliberately doing spiritual good to
them. With this distinction, let’s offer the main goal for congregational life in five ways:

The congregation is eagerly discipling one another by:
1) Caring for one another with the Word through bearing sins and sorrows.
2) Building up one another with the Word through edification and exhortation.
3) Loving one another with the Word through forgiving and forbearing.
4) Encouraging one another with the Word through song and prayer.
5) Blessing one another with the Word through hospitality and service.

One Another Passages

“By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another” (Jn. 13:35).
Saying that church members are responsible to love one another is almost like saying birds have a
responsibility to fly. Affection for God’s people defines our new identity in Christ (1 Jn. 4:7). In the New
Testament, love is tangible, active, and expressed through service. Every church member is
responsible to fulfill the “one another” passages of the New Testament, of which are over 50.

If we take responsibility to love one another, then we’ll actively seek to be discipled and disciple
others. In this way, the whole church “builds itself up” in love (Eph. 4:15–16). We won’t be passive about
the church’s unity, but eager to maintain and promote a spirit of unity in the bond of peace (Eph. 4:3).
We won’t leave wandering members behind, but pursue them for their good (cf. Matt. 18:10–14). We’ll
take prayer seriously (1 Thess. 5:16; Eph. 6:18), bear one another’s burdens (Gal. 6:2), show hospitality



(Rom. 12:13), put others’ interests ahead of our own (Phil. 2:4), and seek to develop meaningful
relationships.1

False Assumptions

Professional vs. Congregational

This false assumption says that the discipling and care of members’ is the responsibility of
professional pastors and not the congregation. It would make church life a lot easier if the
responsibility and culpability of members’ maturing in Christ were only the professionals. However,
Ephesians 4:12 notes the leaders of the church are the ones leading, training, and equipping the saints
for the work of ministry. Indeed, there is no congregational life if the congregation is not wholly
involved.

Structural vs. Ordinary

This false assumption says that spiritual growth is fixed or found in more events, programs, or
structures. Or, it may say that the primary discipling happens in events, programs, or structures. Now,
let’s be clear, there’s nothing inherently wrong or sinful with events, programs, or structures. However,
relying on external matters will not address internal matters. The ordinary life of the Christian is pretty
plain and yet very messy. As this is the case, we need care for, build up, and love one another in the
ordinary & plain ways of life. Certainly, men’s and women’s retreats are fun and wonderful events. Yet,
if there is no ordinary discipling going on, structural fixes will only address external matters.

Private vs. Personal

This false assumption says that the Christian life is not merely personal but private. There is no
necessity for other people to know my private business, sin, or needs. This false assumption might
also carry hidden fears of judgment, shame, or not wanting to be a burden. However, the 50+ one
another New Testament passages paint a different picture. Acknowledging the fears of shame and
judgment, Colossians 3:12-17 speak of congregational life that is unrelenting in its love, holiness,
forgiveness, humility, forbearance, and unity. The Christian life is not only others-oriented, but honest
and open.

Culture of Discipling

This might be a phrase you’ve heard before, but you’re not quite sure what it means. By culture we
mean the ethos or the shared values, goals, and practices that characterize a group. Discipling one
another is not a program or activity, but an inherent characteristic of the local church. Out of love for
one another, we desire to see it normal for members to take the initiative to deliberately do spiritual
good toward one another. This sort of culture doesn’t need sign-ups or permission, but is doing the
ordinary work of ministry: building up the saints in love.

Deepak Reju gives a few helpful points on fostering and cultivating this culture of discipling:

1 From Sam Emadi’s “What Are the Responsibilities of Church Membership”

https://www.9marks.org/article/what-are-the-responsibilities-of-church-membership/


1) The Word is central to confront, instruct, & console us.
2) Meaningful Membership2

3) Use small groups to get people into 1-on-1 discipling relationships
4) Leaders initiate and model
5) Reproducible fruit
6) Teach it
7) Set expectations as individuals become members
8) Regularly check in on members
9) Make and keep normal conversations spiritual.
10) Pray

Obstacles to Discipling

Recognizing and acknowledging the various obstacles and excuses we use for discipling and being
discipled is crucially important. Further, being open and honest about our individual obstacles will
aide us as we seek to follow Jesus and deliberately do spiritual good toward one another. Deepak
Reju offers five obstacles to discipling:

1) Too busy
2) It’s not that important
3) A preference to exist with masks when they are at church
4) No desire to get involved in the messiness
5) Too quick to pass off problems to pastors or counselors

Encouragement toward Meaningful Membership

Everything we do at Fairview is centered around and governed by God’s Word. As such, we entrust
the desires of our souls and work of our hands to the glory and enjoyment of our Triune God.
Therefore, with our definition of discipling as deliberately doing spiritual good toward one another,
let’s offer five encouragements toward meaningful membership at Fairview Baptist Church.

Intentional - In the great kindness of his mercy, God chose his people before the foundation of the
world that we should be holy and blameless before him. In his earthly ministry, Jesus demonstrated
loving initiative toward his disciples. Thus, as we imitate Christ, we should imitate him as we
intentionally and deliberately do spiritual good toward others.

Purposeful - In the great wisdom of his power, God has a purpose for his choosing his people: “...go
and bear fruit–fruit that will abide” (John 15:16). It is a wonderful testament to God’s splendor that he is
able to use our feeble, weak, and sinful lives to bear fruit that glorifies God as we deliberately do
spiritual good toward others.

2 Members of the church should be Christians who regularly attend the public gatherings, view fellow
members as their primary fellowship & ministry, and fulfills the biblical privileges and responsibilities
of local church membership (Matt. 16:13-20; 18:15-20; 1 Cor. 12:7; Gal. 6:6; Eph. 4:3; 4:15-16; Heb.
10:24-25; 13:7). This draws clear lines, under the gospel message, and distinguishes members and
non-members. There is a deep commitment to Christ, holiness, and one another.



Relational - In the great love of his will, God in Christ has called us friends. Once we were enemies of
darkness toward God, but in the immutable love of Christ, we are reconciled to the immortal, invisible,
all-wise God. If we are to imitate God in Christ, our love for one another ought to be characterized by
relational friendship that is captured by the majesty and kindness of God.

Joyful - In the great grace of his glory, God has brought together the unlikeliest of people together
under the name of the Triune God. What joy this brings to those bought by Christ. More than that,
what hopeful joy this brings in the messiness, hard, and trialsome times in the church.

Normal - In the great splendor of his holiness, God has given this command to all Christians in every
local church of all time. Hebrews 3:13 tells us to "encourage one another daily, as long as it is called
Today, so that none of you may be hardened by sin's deceitfulness." In Romans 12:10 we are told "Be
devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves." And in
1 Thessalonians 5:11 we read "Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in
fact you are doing." We could keep going; one of the main concerns of the New Testament writers is
that all the Christians in the various churches would be active in encouraging one another in the faith.
As a member of Fairview Baptist Church, we want you to help us foster and sustain this culture of
discipling.

Resources

Church Membership Journal
How Can I Find Someone to Disciple Me?
How Can I Grow in Hospitality?
How Can I Serve My Church?
Is it Loving to Practice Church Discipline?
Why Should I Join a Church?
Discipling
Church Membership
What is a Healthy Church?
The Compelling Community
Word Centered Church

Note: Much of this restates what the ministry of 9Marks has articulated elsewhere. The biblical vision
here is indebted to that ministry.

https://www.9marks.org/journal/church-membership/
https://www.amazon.com/Find-Someone-Disciple-Church-Questions/dp/1433572397/ref=sr_1_1?crid=26DP58Z3VB0C0&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.z6aUf8dw5IpxtHk7ScS9ShCeRPb0qD7ObDuRnvt52IHGjHj071QN20LucGBJIEps.2S1up9YUWLGi39RxYz5q0BYPFrx57GBHtBOuH-ODfGI&dib_tag=se&keywords=How+Can+I+Find+Someone+to+Disciple+Me%3F&qid=1716580817&sprefix=how+can+i+find+someone+to+disciple+me+%2Caps%2C96&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/How-Grow-Hospitality-Church-Questions/dp/1433592010/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3F7LA408116EN&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.HSZ-s7eeJ9Q97LOHCyOtfg.oskGPOc4d45KYryujrprgDc0wXIMw4k4NyRn-_YIFxc&dib_tag=se&keywords=How+Can+I+Grow+in+Hospitality%3F&qid=1716580828&sprefix=how+can+i+grow+in+hospitality+%2Caps%2C96&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/How-Can-Serve-Church-Questions/dp/1433572117/ref=sr_1_1?crid=FXJXWX3L3G35&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.9XIxCeiEU_QCbGZIAtzaZs8A7rIpIFr6h_Df-pgD8KawwkRpgf5JCNXkOnGNHvdJYDbuKdY-pdj_TEW0F3_ot2ua84ArnqJMT9sPmCptEbk.gyx1cp35owtXXJI9__F4qeJllqohHPphNoz5604kizE&dib_tag=se&keywords=How+Can+I+Serve+My+Church%3F&qid=1716580838&sprefix=how+can+i+serve+my+church+%2Caps%2C97&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Loving-Practice-Church-Discipline-Questions/dp/1433570254/ref=sr_1_1?crid=IRTOWSISKNXH&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.2vAVnTpn6H_bSyN4YoQZM03EU2H2bgXIU4BPg_qAECQCM5bV_4QfDOWiTPeFITlri8UThV_iUzoboaMxfCLqgTHthM1n6jqN-RrDxpuIZTVwIk4Ty1K7V_qHXnNDGbFwcaImrgmHuaaxXvGhbvMaOBOdqDnYFeoDjozuzNotSAlLxJ_7JjzDSwnVzJMYbhicPh2cr2e0BoeWN4w2M493dWOMr5FsqmdY3t-YFbXrIqs.TFPndyc-1L05-ke3MqBTEs-b-0XEdLoO5FUy9B-NOtw&dib_tag=se&keywords=Is+it+Loving+to+Practice+Church+Discipline%3F&qid=1716580850&sprefix=is+it+loving+to+practice+church+discipline+%2Caps%2C94&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Why-Should-Join-Church-Questions/dp/1433568152/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1VR05G8VQ8Y33&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.ynBvI3vbz0E2WdkbWIpgqjQ8MNik4oc3_2a25FhHOYr3solHgSLH4feuMwcmgxfcQUuyOQ2NdsU-NZAtGgEI1iAVC0OlwuY0J_wDguzazezrZ11J2cni4xCw6kz2O7GgNF62DlWJr4nbIQhYYSWJoQ.xrC5r8y60hCd2G12_pxJf2KMbWCOtHCsproERyyuDeg&dib_tag=se&keywords=Why+Should+I+Join+a+Church%3F&qid=1716580862&sprefix=why+should+i+join+a+church+%2Caps%2C152&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Discipling-Others-Building-Healthy-Churches/dp/1433551225/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3J7MLVXF09HR6&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.bZJuh03mxLrWp4EvtnegAsk0iNr2uA9cEKfCeV3H7BnTnEM1PovVQczlnRH2SQL7ymdC6cJSTbe6XpZHu6ApC7VlIdnM_OHKkt52McT6w9Ii7A9MPgcjGsqzHLrXeYZ9oP7rV4oar0AclYDgB8HcwKw2z2vlBc4sAQVOBMq4CtYGhp_aXfZ4fMpft_TkQ0jZB33jAE8pyLDwxcsoqIhb1Lab0KhVc4rfWleKZSCRvwk.7hAiU2O42fhS-KdfptoU1CijALADECnGWAo8Xd5V3kg&dib_tag=se&keywords=discipling+mark+dever&qid=1716580876&sprefix=Discipling+%2Caps%2C193&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Church-Membership-Represents-Building-Churches/dp/1433532379/ref=sr_1_1?crid=U9IKQR9CNKFU&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.c-Rapra0HdFXMGg0DEJbADaI86cs9jl2UizMGbmv4uuEF-nWps6ZMXJA1vm1awGh5fFOyYBJxJPeZ3MBLxwW0EIeqZjapE9UwaGyi3na-GglpflBHBLWR2ZFUxYPm-AG5NbvbNRRiZSDbnc_R5EnPGFG_4N0KMgveefoylvwmWfsolOuS6dbimvIB8eUfTXvtF7cqxlmXhiFk6QhqDPivQESf7K7sC0B-3zS0SM4_4Y.fxFnjvvAnNkleBrIPbN4ct96a6ik2iwxe8czV8W651g&dib_tag=se&keywords=Church+Membership&qid=1716580887&sprefix=discipling+mark+dever%2Caps%2C106&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/What-Healthy-Church-IX-Marks/dp/1581349378/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2EHSR4TKI0NV6&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.SXJ9NvjBISpZ175iunI0mO86lF0BhXZb4tAFlfwuPEl_VXALTUYcUAbQdw04URFhVlE0WKFCEyx5hhmP17M2vBUi6Dv5AZxzru_ZmLvS5I01nUubGovRXl0vi6oSbyzTy9JAALdNErGPoA889BWGH6GCpzkbE4MLkvt2eYSWCF1dxgbYUZ43n1y4-RdYLsNXgNM_PTHidWfD_AXuIE8yRh5dAUi4j2BQc7_LZlO57Fw.D8Qy52emo7ugGD40_2Y4IiKlAU3p3Af3VFa3oJgdgMY&dib_tag=se&keywords=What+is+a+Healthy+Church%3F&qid=1716580899&sprefix=what+is+a+healthy+church+%2Caps%2C206&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Compelling-Community-Church-Attractive-9Marks/dp/1433543540/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3V74O7F1AUJJN&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.uJTBv9H-LvQNydcRsd1jYYILxsIFVjfci8wOBorji0zvrdc3sbDoJiHh5Eg_YuHKRNWjBZ2rq45Y1c5ITxyOYecoLBTuTOEEyi_gNF8msFw8sTB7CPWwGoGZsxPxOw2JYjNPQdT4c3SDz22oCpCPJs7rrsuPMS15PHaDMlVjXAfDAbOIRRWEyCBLOYwgBFPZ3iHNO9EYC_JYxsbxUjO1hIMcKuMOpf49kan5MPpWth8.RN1Ub73Ui9EXNjeH4mrbz9_He_otHfTZMXdHwuEu-rU&dib_tag=se&keywords=The+Compelling+Community&qid=1716580912&sprefix=what+is+a+healthy+church+%2Caps%2C103&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Word-Centered-Church-Scripture-Brings-Growth/dp/0802415598/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2Y1W3B3AKVEF&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.flCeTZuZshL1l4C59R7eNzP_kbfreYWxFEFAkLtAb9Bv31Mz_hLTPSAxZYmD-gwrykW5K0U8xb7NOPqgG6QaxywxpNaCzAR7GPoccVBdxcabfxbI4bArLn4f47MaWckiPK_W_CVd0IDL1W5D5gdZgj6Sep8QTgVgi0W774boEDwrwmW48ryR4-SDg9zbuBop3bGJscwlMreE0U184uKqrLeZj3Hl_RVDG-lT2saRiJ8.yzP3fvaSXYGtKKJLWyJgWUlnBRwljRS7dReJabaocFs&dib_tag=se&keywords=Word+Centered+Church&qid=1716580924&sprefix=word+centered+church%2Caps%2C179&sr=8-1

