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COMMON QUESTIONS ABOUT MEMBERSHIP

A church family is made up of individuals who have repented of their sin and placed their faith in
Jesus Christ for salvation. To be a member of a church one should be able to profess such faith. In
line with the Scripture we also believe that one should be baptized by immersion after one has
placed their faith in Christ.

Why do you request that everyone go through a membership interview or class?

This process allows prospective members to get to know us and allows us to protect the integrity
of the church family. We want to make sure that everyone who joins our church understand our
vision, values, and beliefs. One can complete this process by making an appointment with one of
our pastors.

Will I have to be baptized to become a member?

Not if you are a believer and have been baptized by immersion in a church that has similar
doctrine and practice. If you are unsure, one of our pastors will be glad to talk with you.

What if | am a believer, have been baptized by immersion, but | am coming from
another denomination?

You may join Fairview on your statement of faith and previous baptism. This means you are
making a public statement to our church that you are truly a Christian, and have been baptized by
immersion.

I am a member of another Southern Baptist Church. Do | need to notify them that |
am joining another church?

No. We will contact your former church, requesting that they transfer your membership to
Fairview Baptist Church.

WHAT ARE REASONS FOR LEAVING A LOCAL CHURCH?

Parting ways with a local church should never be easy. If you can leave a church family without
feeling a sense of being severed you never truly joined that church. However, there are times
when it is appropriate to find a new church family.

1. False doctrine, heretical teaching, or a refusal to confront false teachers in the flock.

2. Immoral, unethical, and unbiblical behavior either ignored or tolerated among the
leadership and members.

3. Emotional pain that God intends to heal in another fellowship. [This refers to those
rare times that someone suffers in some way and remaining in that fellowship
hinders healing.]

4. When a geographical move makes immersion in the church body impossible. This is
the most common reason people part ways with a local church.

5. Marriage. [This refers to an engaged couple where the man is a member of one
church and the woman is a member of another. We expect them to be in fellowship
together, meaning that one will need to break fellowship with their church.]

6. Church planting. [This refers to those being sent out to begin a new work.]



7. Complete dissolution of local church fellowship.
WHY IS MEMBERSHIP IMPORTANT?

There are more than forty “one another” passages in the New Testament, some are listed below. It
is impossible to live in obedience to these commands if one is not committed to “one another” in
a local church family.

“Be at peace with one another” (Mark 9:50)

“Love one another” (John 13:34)

“Outdo one another in showing honor” (Rom. 12:10)
“Live in harmony with one another” (Rom. 12:16)
“Welcome one another” (Rom. 15:7)

“Instruct one another” (Rom. 15:14)

“Comfort one another” (2 Cor. 10:12)

“Serve one another” (Gal. 5:13)

“Bear one another’s burdens” (Gal. 6:2)

“Be kind to one another” (Eph. 4:32)

“Forgive one another” (Eph. 4:32)

“Submit to one another, out of reverence for Christ” (Eph. 5:32)
“Admonish one another” (Col. 3:16)

“Encourage one another” (1 Thess. 4:18)

“Build one another up” (1 Thess. 5:11)

“Do good for one another” (1 Thess. 5:15)

“Exhort one another” (Heb. 3:13)

“Stir up one another in love and good works” (Heb. 10:24)
“Confess your sins to one another” (James 5:16)

“Show hospitality to one another” (1 Pet. 4:9)

WHAT DO WE HOPE FOR EVERY NEW MEMBER OF OUR CHURCH?

Regularly worship and join a Life Group!

The Bible reminds us that we should not neglect gathering with one another (Hebrews 10:25).
This holds true for our worship services and for our Life Groups. You can find a list of the Life
Groups at fairviewchurch.org/LifeGroups

Find a way to use your gifts and talents for service!

God has given each and every believer gifts and talents to be used to build up the body of Christ.
One of the ways to quickly find a place to serve is to visit fairviewchurch.org/serve

Give regularly to support the ministry of the church!

e Give Online: http://fairviewchurch.org/give
e Give in our worship services.
e Give through bill pay through your bank.



WHAT IS OUR NEXT STEPS PROCESS FOR EVERY PERSON OF OUR CHURCH?

Our desire is to see every person that attends our church move through the “Next Steps” process.
We have intentionally laid that process out in three movements: from Connected, to Committed,
to Commissioned.

CONNECTED

e Attending Fairview Baptist Church
e Connecting with a Life Group or Fairview Ministry
e Attending Starting Point Luncheon

COMMITTED

¢ Joining Fairview Baptist Church
e Participating in a Fairview Ministry of Life Group
e Contributing and volunteering regularly

COMMISSIONED

Helping multiply Life Groups to connect the unconnected
Serving on or leading a Ministry Team.

Living on mission - locally, nationally, internationally
Investing in the mission of Fairview Baptist Church

An “active member” of Fairview is someone who attends worship and a Life Group repeatedly,
serves regularly, and gives to the church routinely.



OUR MISSION

“We exist to make disciples of Jesus Christ.”

OUR VALUES
Gospel Transformation

We are a church family that focuses on heart transformation and character growth by applying the
gospel to all of life.

Loving Community
We are a church family that loves one another in a way that reflects the power of the gospel.
Missional Living

We are a church family that defines our lives by mission in all that we do both here and

worldwide.
OUR SEVEN MINISTRY ANCHORS
1. We will pray for faithfulness and fruitfulness.
2. We want every member on mission.
3. We will equip every disciple to be a disciple-maker.
4. We will commit to maturing leaders in order to multiply and minister to more

people.

We will allow disciple-making to drive our decision making.

We will measure our success by our sending capacity, not our seating capacity.
7. We will protect our unity even when there is not uniformity.
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OUR MISSION, VALUES, AND MINISTRY ANCHORS

Without a clear vision or established values guiding the ministry, we will end up like Israel
without a King, “...everyone did what was right in his own eyes” (Judges 21:25).

Without a mission or values, the church can find her self pulled in different directions trying to
figure out what she must be about. It is possible to have a lot of good things going on, but the lack
of focus can have negative implications on scheduling, planning, and coordination of church life.

Therefore, a church mission statement helps align everything with a desired end goal. In other
words, the vision of the helps guide our decisions, priorities, and actions towards the desired
long-term effect of the churches work.

Moreover, the churches values reflect the celebrated principles or standards that support the
overall vision of the church. These values help align everything the church does with guiding
vision.

First, mission and values helps us answer the question, why are we doing this? Does this effort or
ministry help our church accomplish our biblical vision? Does this effort or ministry align with
the biblical core values of our church?

Second, the mission and values help us answer the question, how are we going to do this? As a
church, it is important to prioritize ministry efforts in order to ensure wise use of our time and
energy.

OUR MISSION
“We exist to make disciples of Jesus Christ.”
This mission statement is prescriptive from Matthew 28:18-20.

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been
given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to
observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the
end of the age.” - Matthew 28:18-20 (ESV)

Discipleship is the on-going ministry of the church that is centered on presenting and applying the
truths of the gospel with the aim of transforming hearts and lives. In this passage we see several
things that provide us confidence in pursuing this vision. First, it is the vision Jesus gave to the
disciples before he ascended to the Father.

The great commission consists of clear commands from our Lord.



e We are called to make disciples of all nations. In other words, we are called to go
proclaim the gospel, and call for a response from all people without distinction. The
gospel is the power to save all who believe.

e We are called to baptize those who have believed. Baptism is the public profession
of faith. Not only is visible it a sign that God has brought them into the family; it is
also a sign that the believer desires to enter the fellowship of the Church.

e We are also called to teach and observe all that Christ has commanded. This means
that we are not only called to live according to His teaching, but also pass on the
faith to others. All disciples are called to make disciples.

We find great confidence in the fact that Jesus is the sovereign authority over heaven and earth
(28:18). At the same time, we find great comfort that Jesus is present with us at always, to the end
of the age (28:20D).

OUR VALUES

Our values of Gospel Transformation, Loving Community, and Missional Living are descriptive of
the church in Acts 2:42-47.

And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and the prayers. And awe came upon every soul, and many
wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. And all who believed
were together and had all things in common. And they were selling their
possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need.
And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their
homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and
having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day
those who were being saved. - Acts 2:42-47 (ESV)

GOSPEL TRANSFORMATION

We are a church family that focuses on heart transformation and character growth by applying the
gospel to all of life.

[42] And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to
the breaking of bread and the prayers. [43] And awe came upon every soul, and
many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. — Acts 2:42-43

This is a reference to the body of material considered authoritative because it was the message of
Jesus proclaimed and accredited by the Apostles, namely, the entirety of the Bible. Therefore, the
Christian community finds its sense of center in the good news of the word of God. And this,
Luke tells us, was predominantly the reason for existence and the focus of the early Christian
community. The church should be devoted to the apostles teaching.



Though the Apostles are gone, their voice is still heard in the text. It is often noted that disciple
means “learner”. The church is a fellowship of disciples that focuses on heart transformation and
character growth by applying the gospel to all of life. It has often been said that growth in the
Christian life rarely happens in isolation from other believers. Therefore, it is central that
Christians seek gospel transformation in fellowship with one another through the study of God’s
word, fellowship, the breaking of bred, and prayer.

LOVING COMMUNITY

We are a church family that loves one another in a way that reflects the power of the gospel.

[44] And all who believed were together and had all things in common. [45] And
they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds
to all, as any had need. [46] And day by day, attending the temple together and
breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous
hearts, — Acts 2:44-46 (ESV)

The church has a distinctive form of loving community as compared to the outside world.
According to the text this fellowship is marked by sharing all things in common and regularly
breaking bread with one another. The sense of unity of these early Christians is expressed in their
communal living. There was a voluntary generosity in sharing possessions, which is
commendable.

The language of breaking bread is often used of ordinary meals, along with referring to the Lord’s
Supper. The Christian community is a place where hearts are warmed by devotion, an occasion
for joy, love, and praise connected to Jesus. Christian community also included a commitment to
worshiping together as a gathered church, and sharing life together in groups scattered throughout
the city with gladness and sincerity of heart.

MISSIONAL LIVING

We are a church family that defines our lives by mission in all that we do both here and
worldwide.

[47] praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to
their number day by day those who were being saved. — Acts 2:46-47 (ESV)

There is something about the message, quality of life, and unity of the church on mission that
draws others to Christ. The Christian community, though far from perfect is sufficiently different
and impressive to attract notice, to invite curiosity, and to inspire discipleship. The gospel
message is the foundation and reason for such missional living.

We are called to praise God, and find favor among all people. This is the foundation for missonal
living — both here and abroad. We scatter out into the world praising God and calling people to



Him. In the text, it is noticeable that as the church is faithful in these things, God brings to
fruitfulness as He adds to their number through salvations.

OUR SEVEN MINISTRY ANCHORS

We need a few commitments to our mission and to one another that keep us on mission. An
anchor is a device used to connect a boat to the bed of a body of water. The purpose of an anchor
is to prevent the boat from drifting due to Wll’ld or current. These anchor statements are meant to
keep us focused and prevent mission drift. iske
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WE WILL PRAY FOR FAITHFULNESS AND FRUITFULNESS i

We cannot rely on our own wisdom or methods, we will not rely on gimmicks or attractions, we
need to be dependent on God and ask for His wisdom in prayer for all matters. We must remain
faithful to the Word, and trust in God for the fruit. Prayer is central to the life of our church, and
the effectiveness of our istaministry. skl
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WE WANT EVERY MEMBER ON MISSION

Everyone who is saved by God, is sent by God. Everyone who is called i is commlsswned Our
expectation is that everyone sends or is sent 1nternat10nally, nationally, stior locally (church
planting or revitalization or in local parachurch ministries). iste!
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WE WILL EQUIP EVERY DISCIPLE TO BE A DISCIPLE-MAKER

We disciple in worship services (hundreds formally), Life Groups (15-30 people informally), and
discipleship groups (4-6 same-sex people, intimately). Every disciple is called to make disciples.
We need to take responsibility for encouraging one another’s spiritual ; itgrowth. We need to
multiply Life Groups on-campus and off-campus, raise up new itileaders, and establish
d1sc1plesh1p groups (prayer, Bible study, sepaccountablhty Resources for discipleship groups can
be found at iteifairviewchurch.org/resources. iste!
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WE WILL COMMIT TO MATURING LEADERS IN ORDER TO MULTIPLY AND
MINISTER TO MORE PEOPLE

We need to mature leaders through leadership training, teaching experience, and empowering.
We need to multiply our Life Groups and discipleship groups to connect the unconnected.
Maturing leaders and multiplying groups is how we will minister to more people. We need to
pray that God sends us men called to pastor and enable them to prepare in our Ministry Training

SEP;

WE WILL ALLOW DISCIPLE-MAKING TO DRIVE OUR DECISION MAKING

When it comes to ministry endeavors, money investments, and mission’s partnerships we need to
ask “how does this help us make disciples” or “how does this enable trusted partners make
disciples”. The ultimate goal is not more decmons for Christ (and leave it there), but more
disciples who make disciples of Jesus Christ. it}
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WE WILL MEASURE OUR SUCCESS BY OUR SENDING CAPACITY, NOT OUR
SEATING CAPACITY



Our ultimate goal is not to build a monument on a corner, but to multiply ministry in our
community. We must be willing to send out our best leaders for mission, and trust that God will
send others in their place. Again, think army over audience. Battleshlp over crulse ship. We will
begin developing a plan to partner with other churches to plant and skrrevitalize. iste!

WE WILL PROTECT OUR UNITY EVEN WHEN THERE IS NOT UNIFORMITY

As a church grows or changes it is nearly impossible to achieve consensus in decision-making. If
that is the goal, conflict will often arise and halt the process. If we cannot achieve uniformity in
every decision, we must protect our unity. As we adapt to our changing community, change will
take place in the church ikpmore often than it used to. In order to do this, we must trust the
leadership and teams that we have ikpvoted in. iskpl
Our pastors, leaders, and teams must work to earn trust, and be committed itito clear
communication, and open to feedback. As a congregational church, all rnaJor decisions will be
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OUR SHEPHERDING AND SENDING STRATEGY

As a church family, our focus will be on people over programs. Sending over seating. For this
reason, all of our primary discipleship focus points will be centered on cultivating gospel-
transformation, loving community, and missional living in three primary shepherding venues, and
sending people through two primary efforts.

WORSHIP SERVICE
FORMAL

LIFE GROUPS
INFORMAL

EQUIP COURSES THE MINISTRY
MEMBERS TRAINING CENTER

DISCIPLESHIP
GROUPS
INTIMATE

ON MISSION SEMINARY
3-5 PEOPLE INTERNATIONAL | NATIONAL | LOCAL RESIDENTS
SAME GENDER

WORSHIP SERVICE

Our corporate worship service is the most formal discipleship gathering we have. In other words,
there is one-way communication from the stage to the audience. We follow the New Testament
descriptions of corporate worship. According to the Bible, very specific things took place as the
church gathered.

Reading and instruction from God’s Word (1 Tim. 4:14)

Congregational Singing (Eph. 5:18-19, Col 3:16).

Prayer (1 Tim 2:1-2, 8).

The ordinances of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper (Matt 28:19, 1 Cor. 11:17-26).
Giving (Acts 2, 4; Phil. 4:10-20; 2 Cor. 8, 9).

In planning our worship services we are very specific with how we shape these gatherings. The
form of the service is important, just like the content of the service is important. For this reason,
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our worship services are planned with a specific framework that is outlined in many Biblical
instances where people encounter God (Leviticus 9; Deuteronomy 5:4-33; 2 Chronicles 5-7;
Isaiah 6:1-13; Revelation 4-22).

Call to Worship

Adoration: Acknowledgment of the holiness and grandeur of God
Confession: Awareness of sin before a holy God

Assurance: Promise of grace provided by God himself
Thanksgiving: A response of thankfulness

Instruction and Invitation: An instruction for obedience

Sending: A promise of blessing, and call to live on mission.

N wWwN e

Again, this is a framework. There is freedom within the framework for creative use of different
worship elements, but the overall movement of the service will reflect how one encounters God.
When the pattern of the service itself is shaped by the gospel, it honors Christ as Savior and King,
who makes worship to the triune God possible.

LIFE GROUPS

Life Groups are central to our ministry as a church family. God has designed us for community
and fellowship. The church is to be a learning-and-teaching fellowship in which the passing on of
what we learn becomes a regular part of the service we render to one another.

Life Groups are a more informal but structured time of discipleship, usually consisting of 10-30
people. In general, our Life Groups open up with a time of fellowship and prayer requests. Then,
the majority of the time in a Life Group will center studying and discussing God’s word with an
aim to applying it to the heart and living it out in life.

In Colossians 3:16 Paul tells us that we are to “teach and admonish one another.” It’s hard to do
this when we’re not regularly together with other members of the body of Christ (1 Corinthians
12). For this reason, in biblical times God’s Word was almost always studied in the context of
community (Deuteronomy 31:12; Nehemiah 8:1; Luke 4:16-21; Acts 13:44).

Christian sanctification is as much a group project as it is an individual pursuit. In community
study, we also benefit from the insight, wisdom, and perspective of others. We’re able to hear
from those who are at different life stages, enabling us to see through the rich prism of the
experience of others.

In fact, a recent study, published in the book Transformational Groups, found that 42 percent of
Protestant churchgoers who are actively involved in a small group say they also regularly study
and reflect on God’s Word on their own throughout the week. That drops to 10 percent for those
who aren’t part of a small group.

The majority of Life Groups meet on campus on Sunday mornings. However, there are several
off-campus Life Groups. One of the question that we should constantly ask ourselves is, are we

just meeting or are we on mission?

DISCIPLESHIP GROUPS
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Discipleship groups are more intimate gatherings where a small group of believers challenge one
another, pray for one another, and study God’s word together.

There is a certain level of discipleship that cannot take place in a Life Group with 15-30 people.
The central goal of discipleship groups is accountability and deep study and reflection on God’s
word. These groups meet at many times and at many places in the community.

EQUIP COURSES

On Wednesday evenings, we offer Equip courses. Equip courses are a series of 12-week
courses designed to train the church to make disciples of Jesus Christ. They cover several
areas of practical theology. The format of each course is designed in such a way that course
members not only receive instruction but also, consider the practical implication of the
various topics and are equipped to apply their beliefs to each sphere of their lives.

Our church members need good foundations to grow. Through the Equip Courses, we are
offering a series of classes to church members so that they internalize their faith and
connect it practically to everyday life. These classes are part of a structured curriculum that
we hope every Covenant Member will participate.

THE MINISTRY TRAINING CENTER

One of the primary calls of pastors and healthy churches in the New Testament is to equip
believers and send them out to do the work of the ministry (2 Tim. 2:2; Eph. 4:12). It was
out of this conviction that the Ministry Training Center was born.

The Ministry Training Center (MTC) is a training program for men and women pursuing a
call to local-church ministry. Seminary Residents will receive meaningful ministry
experience, theological training, and personal mentorship all within the local church setting.
Furthermore, Residents will have the opportunity to earn course credit through
Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary’s EQUIP Program.
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WHY DO WE HAVE A MEMBERSHIP COVENANT?

One might ask, “why is a membership covenant” helpful to the local church. Here are three
considerations.

A DISCIPLESHIP TOOL TO HELP PEOPLE UNDERSTAND THE BIBLICAL
EXPECTATIONS OF GENUINE CHRISTIANS

A church covenant simply attempts to summarize the 1,050 New Testament commands for the
Christian life. In a culture where local churches interpret the Bible in various ways, membership
covenants attempt to clarify the biblical expectations of Christians according to the understanding
of a particular autonomous local church. Our church has a “statement of faith” that articulates a
summary of our theological beliefs according to Scripture, a church membership covenant
functions to articulate Christian behavior as commanded in Scripture. The church covenant serves
as an effective discipleship tool in the pursuit of sanctification. It can also be an effective tool to
qualify members who — by virtue of their membership - will vote on the church affairs,
potentially teach, and eventually rise into leadership positions. It is a commitment that we make
to one another as members of this local autonomous church family.

A DISCIPLESHIP TOOL TO HELP PEOPLE UNDERSTAND THE IMPORTANCE OF
LOCAL AUTONOMOUS BAPTIST CHURCH MEMBERSHIP

Baptist congregations have been using covenants since the 1600’s, when the protestant church
broke off from the Catholic tradition. Baptist churches have historically established themselves
and how they will function by documents such as a constitution and bylaws, statement of faith,
and membership covenant. As the Baptist Faith and Message 2000 (our statement of faith) states
“a New Testament church of the Lord Jesus Christ is an autonomous local congregation of
baptized believers, associated by covenant in the faith and fellowship of the gospel.” In our
culture, such documents are needed, especially when many Christians do not understand the
importance of church membership and many churches no longer practice membership. Therefore,
a membership covenant is helpful in that it provides a church family with a tool for explaining
and teaching potential (and current) members the expectations of those who desire to join the
church. In the Bible it is clear that there are ongoing responsibilities and expectations of those
who claim to follow Christ, which have implications on how we live together in unity a church
family.

A DISCIPLESHIP TOOL TO HELP GUARD AND PROTECT THE LOCAL
AUTONOMOUS BAPTIST CHURCH

A church membership covenant clearly defines the boundary lines of belief and behavior in a
particular local autonomous church. In order to protect the church, such a document would help
discourage people who refuse to agree with the Biblical standards that it outlines. In this sense, a
covenant functions a filter for church membership. So, this requirement might discourage people
from joining who should not join, which is a good thing for the unity and health of the church.
Finally, it might actually be the case that for a good number of Christians, requiring that new
members agree to a membership covenant will attract people to the church because they will see
that we take following Christ and the commitment to one another seriously in order to maintain
the health of our local church family. Moreover, the church covenant can function as a tool in
discipleship to teach new believers what the Bible expects of all Christians and thus help in their
Bible guided, Spirit empowered sanctification.
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OUR MEMBERSHIP COVENANT

Having been led by the Holy Spirit to repentance and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ according to
the will of the Father, and having been baptized as believers in the name of the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit, we desire to be obedient to God’s Word, and therefore, with the gracious aid
of God, commit to:

GOSPEL TRANSFORMATION

e Pray for and seek the salvation of others through the proclamation of the gospel;

o Fight against sin in the pursuit of sanctification through personal and group
discipleship;

e (Confess, believe, and defend biblical doctrine as summarized in our statement of
faith;

e Speak the truth in love to one another in a way that is edifying and receive
admonishment as occasion may require; and

e Be slow to take offense and always ready to reconcile and to offer forgiveness freely
to one another.

LOVING COMMUNITY

e Pray for the church as a whole, for her members, and for our mission partners;

e Participate in worship gatherings, the ordinances, Life Groups, and members’
meetings regularly and faithfully;

e Pursue our church’s mission in a spirit of loving cooperation, submitting to the
leaders who have been granted authority by the congregation;

e Protect the unity of the church by walking together in Christian love; and

e Serve one another as members of one body, using our spiritual gifts, natural
abilities, and resources.

MISSIONAL LIVING

e Pray for boldness and opportunities to share the gospel with gentleness and respect,
always ready to give the reason for the hope that is within us;

e Bezealous in our efforts to advance the gospel of Jesus Christ, submitting our
preferences and comforts to the mission of making disciples;

o Commit to equip, send, and support one another for international, national, and
local missions efforts;

e Give of our finances generously, sacrificially, and regularly in support of the
ministries of the church and our mission partners; and

o Be faithful kingdom witnesses in all areas of life by walking in the fruit of the Spirit
and aiding those in need.

Now to Him who is able to keep us from stumbling and to present us blameless before the

presence of His glory with great joy, to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority before all time and now and forevermore. Amen.
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OUR THEOLOGICAL BELEIFS

Fairview Baptist Church is an autonomous church. At the same time, we voluntarily associate
with the Southern Baptist Convention. In 2000, Southern Baptists prepared and adopted a
statement of faith called the Baptist Faith and Message (2000) that reflects the generally held
convictions of her churches. It serves as a guide to understanding who they are, and what they
hold as common theological beliefs.

THE SCRIPTURES

The Holy Bible was written by men divinely inspired and is God's revelation of Himself to man.
It is a perfect treasure of divine instruction. It has God for its author, salvation for its end, and
truth, without any mixture of error, for its matter. Therefore, all Scripture is totally true and
trustworthy. It reveals the principles by which God judges us, and therefore is, and will remain to
the end of the world the true center of Christian union, and the supreme standard by which all
human conduct, creeds, and religious opinions should be tried. All Scripture is a testimony to
Christ, who is Himself the focus of divine revelation.

Exodus 24:4; Deuteronomy 4:1-2; 17:19; Joshua 8:34; Psalms 19:7-10; 119:11,89,105,140; Isaiah
34:16; 40:8; Jeremiah 15:16; 36:1-32; Matthew 5:17-18; 22:29; Luke 21:33; 24:44-46; John 5:39;
16:13-15; 17:17; Acts 2:16; 17:11; Romans 15:4; 16:25-26; 2 Timothy 3:15-17; Hebrews 1:1-2;
4:12; 1 Peter 1:25; 2 Peter 1:19-21.

GOD

There is one and only one living and true God. ...The eternal triune God reveals Himself to us as
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, with distinct personal attributes, but without division of nature,
essence, or being.

GOD THE FATHER

God as Father reigns with providential care over His universe, His creatures, and the flow of the
stream of human history according to the purposes of His grace. ...God is Father in truth to those
who become children of God through faith in Jesus Christ.

Genesis 1:1; 2:7; Exodus 3:14; 6:2-3; 15:11; 20:1; Leviticus 22:2; Deuteronomy 6:4; 32:6; 1
Chronicles 29:10; Psalm 19:1-3; Isaiah 43:3,15; 64:8; Jeremiah 10:10; 17:13; Matthew 6:9; 7:11;
23:9; 28:19; Mark 1:9-11; John 4:24; 5:26; 14:6-13; 17:1-8; Acts 1:7;, Romans 8:14-15; 1
Corinthians 8:6; Galatians 4:6; Ephesians 4:6; Colossians 1:15; 1 Timothy 1:17; Hebrews 11:6;
12:9; 1 Peter 1:17; 1 John 5:7.

GOD THE SON

Christ is the eternal Son of God. In His incarnation as Jesus Christ, He was conceived of the Holy
Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. ...He honored the divine law by His personal obedience, and
in His substitutionary death on the cross, He made provision for the redemption of men from sin.
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Genesis 18:1; Psalms 2:7; 110:1; Isaiah 7:14; 53; Matthew 1:18-23; 3:17; 8:29; 11:27; 14:33;
16:16,27; 17:5; 27; 28:1-6,19;, Mark 1:1; 3:11; Luke 1:35; 4:41; 22:70; 24:46; John 1:1-18,29;
10:30,38; 11:25-27; 12:44-50; 14:7-11; 16:15-16,28; 17:1-5, 21-22; 20:1-20,28; Acts 1:9; 2:22-24;
7:55-56; 9:4-5,20; Romans 1:3-4; 3:23-26; 5:6-21; 8:1-3,34; 10:4; 1 Corinthians 1:30; 2:2; 8:6;
15:1-8,24-28; 2 Corinthians 5:19-21; 8:9; Galatians 4:4-5; Ephesians 1:20; 3:11; 4:7-10;
Philippians 2:5-11; Colossians 1:13-22; 2:9; 1 Thessalonians 4:14-18; 1 Timothy 2:5-6; 3:16; Titus
2:13-14; Hebrews 1:1-3; 4:14-15; 7:14-28; 9:12-15,24-28; 12:2; 13:8; 1 Peter 2:21-25; 3:22; 1
John 1:7-9; 3:2; 4:14-15; 5:9; 2 John 7-9; Revelation 1:13-16; 5:9-14; 12:10-11; 13:8; 19:16.

GOD THE HOLY SPIRIT

The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of God, fully divine. ...He exalts Christ. He convicts men of sin, of
righteousness and of judgment. ...He enlightens and empowers the believer and the church in
worship, evangelism, and service.

Genesis 1:2; Judges 14:6; Job 26:13; Psalms 51:11; 139:7; Isaiah 61:1-3; Joel 2:28-32; Matthew
1:18; 3:16; 4:1; 12:28-32; 28:19; Mark 1:10,12; Luke 1:35; 4:1,18-19; 11:13; 12:12; 24:49; John
4:24; 14:16-17,26; 15:26; 16:7-14; Acts 1:8; 2:1-4,38; 4:31; 5:3; 6:3; 7:55; 8:17,39; 10:44; 13:2;
15:28; 16:6; 19:1-6; Romans 8:9-11,14-16,26-27; 1 Corinthians 2:10-14; 3:16; 12:3-11,13;
Galatians 4:6; Ephesians 1:13-14; 4:30; 5:18;, 1 Thessalonians 5:19; 1 Timothy 3:16; 4:1; 2
Timothy 1:14; 3:16; Hebrews 9:8,14; 2 Peter 1:21; 1 John 4:13; 5:6-7; Revelation 1:10; 22:17.

MAN

Man is the special creation of God, in His own image. He created them male and female as the
crowning work of His creation. ...By his free choice man sinned against God and brought sin into
the human race. ... The sacredness of human personality is evident in that God created man in
His own image, and in that Christ died for man; therefore every person of every race possesses
dignity and is worthy of respect and Christian love.

Genesis 1:26-30; 2:5,7,18-22; 3; 9:6; Psalms 1; 8:3-6; 32:1-5; 51:5; Isaiah 6:5; Jeremiah 17:5;
Matthew 16:26; Acts 17:26-31;, Romans 1:19-32; 3:10-18,23; 5:6,12,19; 6:6; 7:14-25; 8:14-18,29;
1 Corinthians 1:21-31; 15:19,21-22; Ephesians 2:1-22; Colossians 1:21-22; 3:9-11.

SALVATION

Salvation involves the redemption of the whole man, and is offered freely to all who accept Jesus
Christ as Lord and Savior, who by His own blood obtained eternal redemption for the believer. In
its broadest sense salvation includes regeneration, justification, sanctification, and glorification.

Genesis 3:15; Exodus 3:14-17; 6:2-8; Matthew 1:21; 4:17; 16:21-26; 27:22-28:6; Luke 1:68-69;
2:28-32; John 1:11-14,29; 3:3-21,36; 5:24; 10:9,28-29; 15:1-16; 17:17; Acts 2:21; 4:12; 15:11;
16:30-31; 17:30-31; 20:32; Romans 1:16-18; 2:4,; 3:23-25; 4:3; 5:8-10; 6:1-23; 8:1-18,29-39; 10:9-
10,13; 13:11-14; 1 Corinthians 1:18,30; 6:19-20; 15:10; 2 Corinthians 5:17-20; Galatians 2:20;
3:13; 5:22-25; 6:15; Ephesians 1:7; 2:8-22; 4:11-16; Philippians 2:12-13; Colossians 1:9-22; 3:1; 1
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Thessalonians 5:23-24; 2 Timothy 1:12; Titus 2:11-14; Hebrews 2:1-3; 5:8-9; 9:24-28; 11:1-
12:8,14; James 2:14-26; 1 Peter 1:2-23; 1 John 1:6-2:11; Revelation 3:20; 21:1-22:5.

GOD'S PURPOSES OF GRACE

Election is the gracious purpose of God, according to which He regenerates, justifies, sanctifies,
and glorifies sinners. ...All true believers endure to the end. Those whom God has accepted in
Christ, and sanctified by His Spirit will never fall away from the state of grace, but shall
persevere to the end.

Genesis 12:1-3; Exodus 19:5-8; 1 Samuel 8:4-7,19-22; Isaiah 5:1-7; Jeremiah 31:31ff.; Matthew
16:18-19; 21:28-45; 24:22,31; 25:34; Luke 1:68-79; 2:29-32; 19:41-44; 24:44-48; John 1:12-14;
3:16; 5:24; 6:44-45,65;, 10:27-29; 15:16; 17:6,12,17-18; Acts 20:32; Romans 5:9-10; 8:28-39;
10:12-15; 11:5-7,26-36; 1 Corinthians 1:1-2; 15:24-28; Ephesians 1:4-23; 2:1-10; 3:1-11;
Colossians 1:12-14; 2 Thessalonians 2:13-14; 2 Timothy 1:12; 2:10,19; Hebrews 11:39-12:2;
James 1:12; 1 Peter 1:2-5,13; 2:4-10; 1 John 1:7-9; 2:19; 3:2.

THE CHURCH

A New Testament church of the Lord Jesus Christ is an autonomous local congregation of
baptized believers, associated by covenant in the faith and fellowship of the gospel, observing the
two ordinances of Christ, governed by His laws, exercising the gifts, rights, and privileges
invested in them by His Word, and seeking to extend the gospel to the ends of the earth. Each
congregation operates under the Lordship of Christ through democratic processes. In such a
congregation each member is responsible and accountable to Christ as Lord. Its scriptural officers
are pastors and deacons. While both men and women are gifted for service in the church, the
office of pastor is limited to men as qualified by Scripture.

Matthew 16:15-19; 18:15-20; Acts 2:41-42,47; 5:11-14; 6:3-6; 13:1-3; 14:23,27; 15:1-30; 16:5;
20:28; Romans 1:7; 1 Corinthians 1:2; 3:16; 5:4-5; 7:17; 9:13-14; 12; Ephesians 1:22-23; 2:19-22;
3:8-11,21; 5:22-32; Philippians 1:1; Colossians 1:18; 1 Timothy 2:9-14; 3:1-15; 4:14; Hebrews
11:39-40; 1 Peter 5:1-4; Revelation 2-3; 21:2-3.

BAPTISM AND THE LORD’'S SUPPER

Christian baptism is the immersion of a believer in water. ...It is an act of obedience symbolizing
the believer's faith in a crucified, buried, and risen Savior, the believer's death to sin, the burial of
the old life, and the resurrection to walk in newness of life in Christ Jesus. The Lord's Supper is a
symbolic act of obedience whereby members ... memorialize the death of the Redeemer and
anticipate His second coming.

Matthew 3:13-17; 26:26-30; 28:19-20; Mark 1:9-11; 14:22-26; Luke 3:21-22; 22:19-20; John
3:23; Acts 2:41-42; 8:35-39; 16:30-33; 20:7;, Romans 6:3-5; 1 Corinthians 10:16,21; 11:23-29;
Colossians 2:12.

EVANGELISM AND MISSIONS
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It is the duty and privilege of every follower of Christ and every church of the Lord Jesus Christ
to endeavor to make disciples of all nations... to seek constantly to win the lost to Christ by verbal
witness undergirded by a Christian lifestyle, and by other methods in harmony with the gospel of
Christ.

Genesis 12:1-3; Exodus 19:5-6; Isaiah 6:1-8; Matthew 9:37-38; 10:5-15; 13:18-30, 37-43; 16:19;
22:9-10; 24:14; 28:18-20; Luke 10:1-18; 24:46-53; John 14:11-12; 15:7-8,16; 17:15; 20:21; Acts
1:8; 2; 8:26-40; 10:42-48; 13:2-3; Romans 10:13-15; Ephesians 3:1-11; 1 Thessalonians 1:8; 2
Timothy 4:5; Hebrews 2:1-3; 11:39-12:2; 1 Peter 2:4-10; Revelation 22:17.

THE LORD’S DAY

The first day of the week is the Lord's Day. ...It commemorates the resurrection of Christ from
the dead and should be employed in exercises of worship and spiritual devotion.

Exodus 20:8-11; Matthew 12:1-12; 28:1ff.; Mark 2:27-28; 16:1-7; Luke 24:1-3,33-36; John 4:21-
24; 20:1,19-28; Acts 20:7;, Romans 14:5-10; | Corinthians 16:1-2; Colossians 2:16; 3:16;
Revelation 1:10.

THE KINGDOM

The Kingdom of God includes both His general sovereignty over the universe and His particular
kingship over men who willfully acknowledge Him as King. Particularly the Kingdom is the
realm of salvation into which men enter by trustful, childlike commitment to Jesus Christ.
Christians ought to pray and to labor that the Kingdom may come and God's will be done on
earth. The full consummation of the Kingdom awaits the return of Jesus Christ and the end of this
age.

Genesis 1:1; Isaiah 9:6-7; Jeremiah 23:5-6; Matthew 3:2; 4:8-10,23; 12:25-28; 13:1-52; 25:31-46;
26:29; Mark 1:14-15; 9:1; Luke 4:43; 8:1; 9:2; 12:31-32; 17:20-21; 23:42; John 3:3; 18:36; Acts
1:6-7; 17:22-31; Romans 5:17; 8:19; 1 Corinthians 15:24-28; Colossians 1:13; Hebrews 11:10,16;
12:28; 1 Peter 2:4-10; 4:13; Revelation 1:6,9; 5:10; 11:15; 21-22.

LAST THINGS

God, in His own time and in His own way, will bring the world to its appropriate end. ...Jesus
Christ will return personally and visibly...the dead will be raised; and Christ will judge all men in
righteousness. The unrighteous will be consigned to Hell. ...The righteous... will receive their
reward and will dwell forever in Heaven with the Lord.

Isaiah 2:4; 11:9; Matthew 16:27; 18:8-9; 19:28; 24:27,30,36,44; 25:31-46; 26:64; Mark 8:38;
9:43-48; Luke 12:40,48; 16:19-26; 17:22-37; 21:27-28; John 14:1-3; Acts 1:11; 17:31; Romans
14:10; 1 Corinthians 4:5; 15:24-28,35-58; 2 Corinthians 5:10; Philippians 3:20-21; Colossians 1:5;
3:4; 1 Thessalonians 4:14-18; 5:1; 2 Thessalonians 1:7; 2; 1 Timothy 6:14; 2 Timothy 4:1,8; Titus
2:13; Hebrews 9:27-28; James 5:8; 2 Peter 3:7; 1 John 2:28; 3:2; Jude 14; Revelation 1:18; 3:11;
20:1-22:13.
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STEWARDSHIP

God is the source of all blessings, temporal and spiritual; all that we have and are we owe to Him.
Christians have a spiritual debtorship to the whole world, a holy trusteeship in the gospel, and a
binding stewardship in their possessions. They are therefore under obligation to serve Him with
their time, talents, and material possessions.

Genesis 14:20; Leviticus 27:30-32; Deuteronomy 8:18;, Malachi 3:8-12; Matthew 6:1-4,19-21;
19:21; 23:23; 25:14-29; Luke 12:16-21,42; 16:1-13; Acts 2:44-47; 5:1-11; 17:24-25; 20:35;
Romans 6:6-22; 12:1-2; 1 Corinthians 4:1-2; 6:19-20; 12; 16:1-4; 2 Corinthians 8-9; 12:15;
Philippians 4:10-19; 1 Peter 1:18-189.

COOPERATION

Christ's people should ... organize such associations and conventions as may best secure
cooperation for the great objects of the Kingdom of God. Such organizations have no authority
over one another or over the churches. ...Cooperation is desirable between the various Christian
denominations.

Exodus 17:12; 18:17ff.; Judges 7:21; Ezra 1:3-4; 2:68-69; 5:14-15; Nehemiah 4; 8:1-5; Matthew
10:5-15; 20:1-16; 22:1-10; 28:19-20; Mark 2:3; Luke 10:1ff.; Acts 1:13-14; 2:1ff.; 4:31-37; 13:2-3;
15:1-35; 1 Corinthians 1:10-17; 3:5-15; 12; 2 Corinthians 8-9; Galatians 1:6-10; Ephesians 4:1-16;
Philippians 1:15-18.

THE CHRISTIAN AND SOCIAL ORDER

All Christians are under obligation to seek to make the will of Christ supreme in our own lives
and in human society... in the spirit of Christ, Christians should oppose racism, every form of
greed, selfishness, and vice, and all forms of sexual immorality, including adultery,
homosexuality, and pornography. We should work to provide for the orphaned, the needy, the
abused, the aged, the helpless, and the sick. We should speak on behalf of the unborn and contend
for the sanctity of all human life from conception to natural death.

Exodus 20:3-17; Leviticus 6:2-5; Deuteronomy 10:12; 27:17; Psalm 101:5; Micah 6:8; Zechariah
8:16; Matthew 5:13-16,43-48; 22:36-40; 25:35; Mark 1:29-34; 2:3ff.; 10:21; Luke 4:18-21; 10:27-
37; 20:25; John 15:12; 17:15; Romans 12-14; 1Corinthians 5:9-10; 6:1-7; 7:20-24; 10:23-11:1;
Galatians 3:26-28; Ephesians 6:5-9; Colossians 3:12-17; 1 Thessalonians 3:12; Philemon; James
1:27; 2:8.

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY

Church and state should be separate. The state owes to every church protection and full freedom
in the pursuit of its spiritual ends. ...A free church in a free state is the Christian ideal.

Genesis 1:27; 2:7; Matthew 6:6-7,24; 16:26; 22:21; John 8:36; Acts 4:19-20; Romans 6:1-2; 13:1-
7; Galatians 5:1,13; Philippians 3:20; 1 Timothy 2:1-2; James 4:12; 1 Peter 2:12-17; 3:11-17;
4:12-19.
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FAMILY

God has ordained the family as the foundational institution of human society. It is composed of
persons related to one another by marriage, blood or adoption.

Marriage is the uniting of one man and one woman in covenant commitment for a lifetime. ... The
husband and wife are of equal worth before God, since both are created in God's image. A
husband is to love his wife as Christ loved the church. He has the God-given responsibility to
provide for, to protect, and to lead his family. A wife is to submit herself graciously to the servant
leadership of her husband even as the church willingly submits to the headship of Christ. She,
being in the image of God as is her husband and thus equal to him, has the God-given
responsibility to respect her husband and to serve as his helper in managing the household and
nurturing the next generation... Children, from the moment of conception, are a blessing and
heritage from the Lord. Parents are to demonstrate to their children God's pattern for marriage.

Genesis 1:26-28; 2:15-25; 3:1-20; Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Joshua 24:15; 1 Samuel
1:26-28; Psalms 51:5; 78:1-8; 127; 128; 139:13-16; Proverbs 1:8; 5:15-20; 6:20-22; 12:4; 13:24;
14:1; 17:6; 18:22; 22:6,15; 23:13-14; 24:3; 29:15,17; 31:10-31; Ecclesiastes 4:9-12; 9:9; Malachi
2:14-16; Matthew 5:31-32; 18:2-5; 19:3-9; Mark 10:6-12; Romans 1:18-32; 1 Corinthians 7:1-16;
Ephesians 5:21-33; 6:1-4; Colossians 3:18-21; 1 Timothy 5:8,14; 2 Timothy 1:3-5; Titus 2:3-5;
Hebrews 13:4; 1 Peter 3:1-7.
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BAPTISM AND THE LORD'S SUPPER
THE ORDINANCES

Throughout church history the term used most often to describe these two events has been
sacrament, which comes from a Latin word used to describe the oath of loyalty a Roman soldier
would make to his commander. Typically Baptists do not use the word sacrament because of its
use by other denominations that have different understandings of baptism and the Lord’s Supper.
For example, some of these denominations understand baptism and the Lord’s Supper as the
vehicles through which God’s saving grace is applied to each individual, thus making these
ordinances into works contributing to ones salvation.

Baptists practice baptism and the Lord’s Supper without the idea that these acts automatically
convey God’s saving grace. Baptists believe that God gives grace through faith in Christ alone. In

other words, Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are not the active agents that achieve forgiveness in
Christ.

Technically speaking there is no biblical warrant to choose between the words ordinance or
sacrament. Because of the connotations carried with the word sacrament, many Baptists have
long opted to use the word ordinance. The term ordinance simply signifies that baptism and the
Lord’s Supper are acts ordained by Christ for the observance of the church.

WHY THESE TWO ORDINANCES?

Biblically speaking there are two criteria by which Baptists have limited the ordinances to
baptism and the Lord’s Supper. First, these two ordinances are directly instituted by Jesus
(Baptism in Matthew 28:19, and The Lord’s Supper in Matthew 26:17-30). Second, they
symbolically depict the realities of the gospel of Jesus Christ and our union with him (Baptism in
Romans 6:2-5; Colossians 2:12, and the Lord’s Supper in 1 Corinthians 5:7; Luke 22:20).

HOW WE UNDERSTAND THESE ORDINANCES

Traditionally Baptist’s have understood the ordinances as acts of obedience and powerful
symbols of the gospel message. The ordinances are understood as symbols because they
graphically depict the truth of the gospel and the inward change that comes with ones faith in
Christ. The ordinances should be practiced with an understanding of the symbolism and the
reality portrayed, as dramatic retellings of the gospel, where the Word is spoken and made
visible.

Baptism and the Lord’s Supper both symbolize the gospel message but in different ways. Baptism
symbolizes the transformation effected by the gospel; it is thus the profession of faith to ones new
birth and justification through Christ. The Lord’s Supper proclaims the gospel message of
Christ’s death as the continuing sustenance of the Christian life. The very elements of bread and
wine depict nourishment and refreshment.
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BAPTISM

There are two important and distinctive Baptist beliefs concerning baptism. Baptists practice
believer’s baptism, which means that baptism follows a profession of personal faith. Baptists also
practice baptism by immersion, which means that the one being baptized is completely immersed
in the water.

WHAT IS THE MEANING OF BAPTISM?

First, baptism is an act of identification with Christ (Romans 6:3-4, Colossians 2:12). In the book
of Acts it is explicitly clear that Christians are baptized (on, in, into) “the name of Jesus”,
indicating a transference of allegiance.

Second, baptism signifies incorporation into the church. Being identified with Christ means being
identified with his body, the church. This is described in Acts 2:41, where those who were
baptized were added to the church. Throughout church history baptism has been referenced as a
profession of faith, and the initiatory rite into the local church.

Baptism is a visual depiction of Christ’s death and resurrection, and the work of the Spirit to unite
believers to Christ. When a believer is baptized the gospel of Jesus Christ is depicted
symbolically.

WHY BAPTISM BY IMMERSION?

First, the biblical language conveys this particular mode of baptism. The Greek words baptizo
(verb) and baptisma (noun) are generally understood as meaning, “to plunge, dip, immerse” or
literally “surround” something in water. This is the commonly recognized and standard meaning
of the term in ancient Greek literature both inside and outside of the Bible. While the case for
immersion should not be based on linguistic data alone, “to immerse” is the most straightforward
meaning of the Greek verb meaning “to baptize.”

Second, the New Testament descriptions of baptism reflect this mode of baptism. Baptism by
immersion seems consistent with biblical passages such as; Mark 1:5, where John was baptizing
people in the River Jordan. In Mark 1:10, Jesus is described as “coming up out of the water” in
his baptism. John 3:23 argues that John baptized “where there was much water.” Lastly, in Acts
8:36-39 when Phillip baptizes the Ethiopian they go “down into” and “come up out of the

’

water.’

Third, baptism by immersion is a powerful outward symbol of an inward reality. Immersion
symbolically depicts the truth that is being witnessed to (Romans 6:3-4, Colossians 2:12). In
other words, baptism by immersion dramatically displays the death, burial, and resurrection of
Christ like no other mode of baptism. The powerful symbolism of immersion representing the
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gospel is striking, and not unimportant. Immersion suitably proclaims the content of the gospel
message.

For clarity it must be added that water baptism does not create the reality of saving grace or faith
in the person being baptized. Rather it testifies to the presence of such grace and faith in the
baptism candidate. Again, baptism is a public profession of God’s saving work in the life of the
believer.

IS BAPTISM NECCESARY FOR SALVATION?

The mere act of baptism does not save. In the book of Acts, Cornelius and his friends are
described as receiving the Spirit before baptism (Acts 10:44-48), pointing to the reality that they
were saved before baptism (1 Peter 3:21).

Paul makes it clear in 1 Corinthians 1:14-17 that baptism must be understood in light of the
gospel. It logically follows that if someone understands that God instructs believers to be baptized
and they refuse to do it, there is obvious disobedience.

It is important to note that while faith is possible without baptism (salvation does not depend on
one’s being baptized), baptism is a natural complement and the next step of faith. In other words,
baptism is not necessary for salvation, but is the initial sign of obedience, a public proclamation
of faith. It logically follows that belief and the ability to respond in personal obedience,
necessitate that the subject must be of responsible age.

WHO ARE THE PROPER SUBJECTS FOR BAPTISM?

Believer’s baptism directly follows repentance of sin and profession of faith in Jesus Christ. In
fact, it is arguable that there is a lack of any conclusive evidence that infants, or those not of
responsible age, were actually baptized in New Testament times.

Many biblical scholars would argue that infant baptism was not a common practice until the 4™ or
5™ centuries. Most likely, the baptism of infants had something to do with a pastoral and parental
concern for babies dying in infancy and the acceptance of Christianity as the religion of the
Roman Empire. Moreover, the New Testament evidence for believer’s baptism is strong.

In the New Testament those who evangelize are only commanded to baptize those who repent
and believe (Matthew 28:18-20, John 4:1-2). Moreover, the recorded subjects of baptism in the
book of Acts are individuals who have repented and believed (Acts 2:37-41; 8:12-13, 36-38;
9:18; 10:47-48; 16:15, 33; 18:8; 19:5; 22:16).

Finally, Paul’s letters demonstrate the twin assumptions that those who have believed have been
baptized, and those who have been baptized first believed (Romans 6:1-5, Galatians 3:26-27,
Colossians 2:11-12).

WHAT IF SOMEONE WAS SPRINKLED, DO THEY NEED TO BE BAPTIZED?
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While we would affirm that the sprinkling experience was very significant in ones journey of
faith, baptist congregations practice baptism by immersion for the reasons stated above.
Therefore, in most Baptist churches, anyone who desires to join that local body of believers must
act in accordance with these beliefs regarding baptism and the Bible.

Generally speaking, if someone was sprinkled as an infant it was a decision their parents made
regarding their covenant with God to raise them in a family of faith. Simply stated, sprinkling is
different when compared to a believers baptism by immersion.

SHOULD SOMEONE BE RE-BAPTIZED?

Some Christians ask to be re-baptized after they experience a deep renewal of their faith, perhaps
in conjunction with a re-dedication of their lives. However, the Bible indicates there is no need to
be baptized several times. There is only one baptism meant to symbolize God’s work in ones
conversion (Ephesians 4:5; Romans 6:3-4; Galatians 3:26-28).

Furthermore, some people look back on their baptism in the past and wonder if they were truly
saved and thus want to be re-baptized. However, we must be cautious here because every
Christian grows in their understanding of grace over time, and so we should not quickly jump to
the conclusion that we were not a believer in their initial stages of faith. It is possible and even
common for a person to become a Christian and then turn away for a time before the loving
discipline of the Father brings them back into a life of repentance and faith. Thus, if a person has
been baptized after a profession of faith as someone who was capable of making a meaningful
decision, they should not be re-baptized at a later time.

Nevertheless, it is possible to have been through the act of baptism with no connection to a
genuine repentance of sin and profession of faith in Jesus Christ. In these cases, they were not
initially baptized in the biblical sense. Baptism should only follow the genuine reality of gospel
faith in Jesus Christ (Acts 19:1-5).

THE LORD’'S SUPPER

While baptism is a one-time initiatory rite, symbolizing and sealing our entrance in to Christ and
his church, the Lord’s Supper is connected with ongoing covenant renewal and is to be observed
repeatedly in the life of the church. The Lord Supper emphasizes the ongoing communion we
have with Christ and our fellowship with one another in the body of Christ. Various designations
have been used for the Lord’s Supper referring to in a variety of ways it is talked about in the
New Testament.

These designations include; Breaking of Bread (Acts 2:42; 20:7; 1 Corinthians 10:16),
Communion (1 Corinthians 10:16), Eucharist (from the Greek word meaning “giving thanks”, cf.
Matthew 26:27; Mark 14:23; Luke 22:17, 19; 1 Corinthians 11:24), The Lord’s Supper (1
Corinthians 11:20) and finally The Lord’s Table (1 Corinthians 10:21).
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The designation “communion” emphasizes the fellowship we have with God and with each other
through Christ. The designations “Breaking of Bread, The Lord’s Supper, or Table” emphasize
the example of fellowship Jesus set at the Last Supper Passover meal he had with his disciples.

HOW WE UNDESTAND THE LORD’S SUPPER

The Gospel accounts show Jesus instituting the Lord’s Supper during an observance of Passover
with his disciples (Matthew 26:17-30; Mark 14:12-26; Luke 22:7-30). Therefore, it is important
to understand the historical context of the Passover to grasp the significance of the Lord’s Supper.

The Passover was a celebration of God’s redemption of Israel from 400 years of slavery in Egypt.
Part of this redemption event involved the death of the firstborn in all the houses of Egypt, when
the Israelites spread the blood of a lamb on their doorposts and the Lord spared them from death.
(Exodus 12). While the Exodus was a non-repeatable event, the Passover celebration preserved its
significance in the history of Israel for future generations.

In the new covenant we identify Christ as “our Passover lamb” who offered his body as a
sacrifice to deliver us from slavery to sin (1 Corinthians 5:7). While the Passover was a
celebration of God’s covenant with Israel, the Lord’s Supper celebrates the “new covenant”
established with the church by the blood of Christ (Luke 22:20).

THE PRESENCE OF CHRIST AT THE LORD’S SUPPER

Some denominations believe that as the minister consecrates the bread and wine an actual
metaphysical change takes place in the elements. In other words, the substance of the bread and
wine are actually changed into Christ’s flesh and blood. Therefore, those who partake in the
Supper literally take the physical body and blood of Christ into themselves.

This view fails to recognize the finality and completeness of Christ’s sacrifice once and for all
time. (Hebrews 9:25-28). In essence, the view summarized above perpetuates the idea that
Christ’s sacrifice is continued or repeated in every Supper. Moreover, this view fails to recognize
the symbolic language often used by Christ when speaking of himself (John 15:1; John 6:41).

We believe that the sacrifice for sin was finished and completed in Christ. (John 19:30, Hebrews
1:3) The elements of bread and wine used in the Lords Supper are symbols of Christ’s body and
his blood. The Lord’s Supper is done “in remembrance”, as a memorial to our beloved savior
Jesus Christ. Again, the words “this is my body” and “this is my blood” are to be understood
figuratively, thus the elements are representative.

Therefore, Jesus is not literally present in the elements of The Lord’s Supper, but is present in

relationship to the Christian’s partaking of the elements through the indwelling Holy Spirit.
Remember that Jesus promised to be with his followers at all times (Matthew 28:20; John 14:23,

26



15:4-7). He has also promised to be in the presence of believers when they gather together.
(Matthew 18:20).

WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER?

One of the ways the Lord’s Supper has been described is renewal. First, the Lord’s Supper
signifies a renewal to Christ. 1 Corinthians 11:24 gives the command “do this in remembrance of
me.” The word “remembrance” communicates the idea of a vivid reflection that is so powerful
that it affects one deeply in the moment. As we genuinely, and biblically, remember we cannot
help but renew our love and worship of Christ. The Holy Spirit also uses this occasion to nourish
us spiritually as we come in faith. Faithful, believing remembrance has as its goal the renewing of
our love for Christ.

Second, the Lords Supper is a renewal of our commitment to Christ’s church. 1 Corinthians
10:16-17 shows the important link between the Lord’s Supper and the unity of the body. The
Lord’s Supper should be the supreme occasion when the church renews its love and unity for one
another.

Third, the Lord’s Supper is an occasion of renewal for our commitment to Christ’s mission. In the
Lord’s Supper the church proclaims the Lord’s death until he comes (1 Corinthians 11:26). The
very thought of his coming should remind us that our time on earth is limited. In looking to the
future the Lord’s Supper is a rehearsal and foretaste of the marriage feast of the lamb (Revelation
19:9).

The renewal called for by the Lord’s Supper looks back to the past in remembrance, looks around
in the present to the fellowship we experience with Christ and the body of believers, and looks
ahead to the consummation when Christ returns. The Lord’s Supper is a celebratory meal,
reflecting on God’s love for us as demonstrated in the work of Christ.

WHO SHOULD PARTAKE OF THE LORD’'S SUPPER?

At our church we practice what is called “open communion” with the universal church. This
means that everyone who can profess to have a gospel faith in Jesus Christ can partake in the
Lord’s Supper.

HOW SHOULD ONE PREPARE FOR THE LORD'S SUPPER?

An important prerequisite for participation in the Lord’s Supper is self examination. 1 Corinthians
11:27-30 clearly warns those who do not take the Lord’s Supper with serious attention. What
does it mean to eat or drink in an “unworthy manner?” (1 Corinthians 11:27). In this passage,
Paul is reminding the believers consider all of their relationships within the body of Christ and
evaluate if they are portraying unity or disunity. Examining oneself means that each member of
the body aught to assess whether their relationships are reflecting of the character of the Lord for
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whom we represent. Jesus proclaimed a general warning in Matthew 5:23-24 that would apply
here.

As part of Christ’s body how should one prepare for the Lord’s Supper? The guiding principles
for preparation are found in on-going faith and repentance. Christians should reflectively examine
their hearts (1 Corinthians 11:27-28), confess and repent of sin (1 John 1:9). Where needed and
able, Christians should seek reconciliation with others in the body of Christ (1 Corinthians 10:17).
In doing these things, we should remind ourselves of the grace of God found in the gospel of
Jesus Christ (Romans 5:8). Lastly, we should use this time to hope and rejoice in the future
consummation of God’s kingdom, when all things will be made new (Matthew 26:29, Revelation
19:9).

To avoid approaching the Lord’s Supper legalistically it is important to remember that it is by
“grace you have been saved.” (Ephesians 2:8) Too often believers mistakenly think that they
should not partake in the Lord Supper if they are struggling with sin, but this is an ongoing battle
in the Christian life (Romans 7:14-25). In the Lord’s Supper we are reminded again and again
that Christ died for sinners, and therefore we must come to fellowship at the table in faith and
repentance (1 Corinthians 11:27). Remember the words of Jesus, who proclaimed that “as often
as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.” (1
Corinthians 11:26).
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