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Recap of Last Week
• Philippians 1:18b-21
• Paul wants to honor Christ, whether it be in life or death (v 20)
• Our mission is to faithfully live or die for the Lord, to please him, glorify him, and
keep him first.

• How can you live for Christ?
• Are you willing to, even if it means stepping out of our comfort zone?
• Can you acknowledge that to die is gain?

Philippians 1:21-26
21 For

me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 22 Now if I live on in
the flesh, this means fruitful work for me; and I don’t know which one
I should choose. 23 I am torn between the two. I long to depart
and be with Christ—which is far better—24 but to remain in the flesh
is more necessary for your sake. 25 Since I am persuaded of this, I
know that I will remain and continue with all of you for your
progress and joy in the faith, 26 so that, because of my coming to
you again, your boasting in Christ Jesus may abound.

The Main Ideas
• 1) Paul has a hard-time choosing between life and death
• “I am torn between the two” (v 23)

• 2) He confirms it is necessary to continue living this life
• “I will remain and continue with all of you” (v 25)
• “For your progress and joy in the faith” (v 25)

• To continue in fruitful service (v 22) and joy in Jesus (v 25-26).

The True Christian can view life AND death positively

See
Galatians 2:20
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...to glorify Jesus.

DIE = GAIN AND HEAVEN

“Torn between the two”
Paul longs to depart and be with Christ
That’s far Better than this life

See
2 Corinthians 5:8

More Details
• Meanings of “The Flesh” (v 22, 24)
• In this passage, it means, continuing in this physical life to glorify Jesus
(Verses 22 and 24)
• In other passages it means, sinful deeds (Galatians 5:19-21, Romans 8:13)

• “My Coming to you again” (v 26)
• Not sure if Paul knew he would be released (, but he seems pretty confident of the
possibility (Phil. 2:24). Nevertheless, he would be released after this current
imprisonment for more missionary work before he’s imprisoned in Rome again and
killed.

Consistent True Point(s)
1. Look forward to eternal life with Jesus
2. Continue to live this life for Jesus together.

Be excited that “to Die is gain”, but Live for Christ NOW!

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart,
with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is
the greatest and most important command. The
second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself.”
-Matthew 22:37-39

See also Mark 12:30-31, Deuteronomy 6:5, Leviticus 19:18

Apply to your Life: Discussion
• Are you looking forward to heaven, to be with Jesus?
• How do you find joy in Jesus and scripture?
• How are you living this life for Jesus? And others?

Extra Content
• “Boasting Only in the Cross”; sermon by John Piper
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XajXpH908Yg&list=PLnCjI9sxYMGSx0orWRJK5_3jk
Vg_AOnrC&index=5&t=1657s

• How to live with God first in your life; A short video from Mark Ballenger
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lRVo1HkjWXM

• “Paul, Apostle of Christ” movie trailer; takes places during Paul’s 2nd imprisonment
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LyOqQZUDdO4

Extra Content

“For where your treasure is, there
your heart will be also”
-Matthew 6:21 ESV

