
Prioritizing your Mission 
for Christ Jesus 
PHILIPPIANS 1:15-18

Preston Pierce To the Fairview Youth Students

June 24th, 2020



Philippians 1:15-18

15 To be sure, some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry, but others out of good 

will. 16 These preach out of love, knowing that I am appointed for the defense of 

the gospel; 17 the others proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely, 

thinking that they will cause me trouble in my imprisonment. 18 What does it 

matter? Only that in every way, whether from false motives or true, Christ is 

proclaimed, and in this I rejoice. Yes, and I will continue to rejoice



What’s the Background?

•Paul’s imprisonment in Rome continues, 
probably 60-62 AD 

•Writing to the very distant church of Philippi, 
Paul gives an update on current events around 
him (v 12-26).

See Acts 16



One thing Leads to Another (v 12 – 18)

• The Gospel is spreading because of Paul’s Imprisonment (v 12)
• The Roman guards are hearing the Gospel (v 13)

• Christians in Rome are motivated to preach the Gospel (v 14)

• Some have the right motivations (v 15b and 16)

• Some have the wrong motivations, (v 15a and 17)
• Paul is thankful that the Gospel is spreading (v 18)

Last Week

This Week



The Main Ideas of 15-18)

1. Christians in Rome have 2 opposite motivations for doing 
the Lord’s work (v 15)
• Some help Paul with their unified mindset of the Gospel (v 16)
• Some are jealous and want to exalt their own ministry (v 17)

2. Paul is ultimately pleased that the Gospel is spreading. (v 18)



15-17) The 2 Opposite Intentions

BAD Motive Christians GOOD Motive Christians

15) -Preach from “envy and rivalry”
-They are jealous of Paul

Preach from “good will”

16) - “preach out of love” 
- Want to help Paul with sharing the 
good news of Jesus Christ

17) - “selfish ambition”
- Want to harm Paul’s ministry to 
expand their ministry



The BAD Motive Christians (v 15a and 17)

• They were jealous of the success of Paul’s ministry. So they tried to 
make Paul look bad to make themselves look better.
• Shows their selfishness (“selfish ambition”) 

• Shows how they use Paul’s imprisonment to make him look bad
• “they will cause me trouble in my imprisonment”

• They are preaching against Paul and not with Paul

Some are jealous and want to exalt their own ministry (v 17)



The BAD Motive Christians (v 15a and 17)

•Envy - jealousy; ill-will

• Rivalry - strife; quarrel; could also mean “to fight”

Some are jealous and want to exalt their own ministry (v 17)



The GOOD motive Christians (v 15b and 16)

• They ultimately wanted Jesus to be glorified above themselves

• They were considerate of Paul and recognized his suffering in prison
• They saw how he was ”appointed for the defense of the gospel”

• They recognized they were on the same team as Paul, with the same 
mission 
• Preaching with Paul, not against Paul

Some help Paul with their unified mindset of the Gospel (v 16)



18) Paul’s Righteous Response

• Consider his example:

•He has been thrown in prison, betrayed, and had 
his reputation hurt. He doesn’t focus on those 
things. He cares more about Jesus being known.

• “Christ is proclaimed, and in this I rejoice.”



Consistent True Point

God’s love must be shared with 
the right priorities and the right 
intentions



Apply to Your Life

• Who do you know is serving Jesuswith you?

• If people are jealous of you, don’t focus on that. Focus 
on following Jesus and loving them. 

• When you share Jesus’ love to others, love them 
because you genuinely love Jesus and them, not so that 
others can see how you are “such a great Christian”.



Final Quote

“What causes such envy? It is produced by learning 
about the advantage of someone instead of you....Rather 
than being content with where you are and what you 
have, seeds of jealousy are sown into your heart.” 

– Steven J. Lawson

See the book: “Philippians For You” by Steven J. Lawson, page 53.


